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For “The Friend.” 
Wayside Notes. 
(Continued from page 142.) 

Continuing the narrative respecting the 
progress of Christian liberty in New England: 
‘in the latter part of 1659, Cassandra Southick, 
‘her husband Lawrance, and their son Josiah, 
‘are again spoken of as belonging to that in- 
‘creasing number of dissatisfied members of 
‘the ruling church, who, on account of the 
‘obvious injustice done to Friends, were not 
‘prepared to yield a willing compliance, and 
continued to absent themselves from the at- 
tendence and support of the established public 
worship, ‘for which they had endured much 
rhardness, and many reproaches. Cassandra 
appears to have been a faithful head in her 
‘household, (as well as her husband) and a 
‘devout mother in promoting the welfare of 
the Church of Christ. Whittier has memorial- 
‘ized her sufferings in a number of touching 
verses, by which her character for courage 
‘and exalted faith, will be long remembered 
‘by all the lovers of genuine poetry. They 
-had two other children, Daniel and Provided, 
-who so far from being deterred by the wrongs 
‘to which the parents and brother were ex- 
| posed, were encouraged to follow their upright 
‘example, for which they were heavily fined, 
‘though it was well understood they possessed 
‘no means, the parents’ property, and all the 
family estate having been seized and wasted 
by those who had been pursuing them with 
imprisonment and fines. To obtain the money 
they were taken into custody, and treated 
under the operation of a law then existing, 
as the absolute property of the Province, and 
‘ordered to be sold. The order takes the form 
| of an official paper, and is signed by Edward 
| Rawson, Sec. 

| The subject of this cruel action was fully 
swered in a printed exposure by G. Bishop, 
who proved from Scripture its inconsistency 
and wickedness, Amos 2d chapter 6th verse, 
where the judgments of God are denounced 
against those who sold the righteous for silver 
and the poor for merchandise ; and from Levit. 


aking bondmen of the children of Israel is 
pressly forbidden, except in a single case 
herein applicable. The law referred to, 


in the bloody work. But all this was not 


25th chapter 42d verse, where the practice of 


‘they were so sharply persecuted by their own 
uired that such should be sold to any of|countrymen. 
English people residing at Barbadoes or|siding at Hamstead in the vicinity of New 


Virginia, and one of the persons authorized 
to execute the order for their sale, sought out 
a vessel for their passage to the islands named, 
but no ship master could be found disposed 
to carry them, and one to whom application 
was made, to put from him the request, pre 
tended they would “spoil all the ship’s com- 
pany.” To which the officer replied, “ No, 
you need not fear that, as they are poor harm- 
less creatures, and will not harm any one.” 
« Will they not ?” returned the captain, “and 
will you offer to make slaves of such ?” 
Josiah Southick, a few years later, in 1662, 
underwent from the authorities of Boston, 
Roxbury and Dedham, the most outrageous 
wrong; was tied, driven and whipped, at the 
cart’s tail, when with outstretched arms, he 
said to those who sentenced him, “ Here is 
my body; if you want a further testimony of 
the Truth I profess, take it, and do what you 
will: I freely give my life into your hands.” 
The whip used for these barbarous executions 
was-not of “whip-cord,” as used in England, 
but of dried entrails, and every string with 
three knots near the end. This must indeed 
have caused violent torture, when wielded by 
an excited, ignorant, and able-bodied execu- 
tioner, who, it is stated, often used both hands 


Amsterdam, now New York, was one upon 
whom. was laid the burthen of intense suffer- 
ing. Having had a meeting, at which a num- 
ber of his friends from England were present, 
he was arrested; his papers and bible taken 
from-him, and he chained until the next-day. 
A cart was then procured, and Robert fastened 
to the hinder part, pinioned, and in this help- 
less situation drawn through the woods in the 
darkness of night, by which he was much 
torn and abused. Arriving in New York he 
was consigned to a filthy dungeon. Some 
days after a sentence was read to him, which 
being in another tongue he did not under- 
stand. He was informed, however, it required 
him to work two years at the wheelbarrow, 
or pay six hundred guilders. To this he at- 
tempted to make a defence, but was not per- 
mitted to speak, and sent back to his dark, 
unwholesome cell. Some days after he was 
brought out, and chained to a wheelbarrow, 
and commanded to work; to which he replied, 
he had not been accustomed to such severe 
labor, whereupon he was beaten with a heavy 
rope until from weakness he fell to the ground, 
having received, as the account states, about 
one hundred blows. In this condition, and 
suffering greatly from the bruises received, he 
was. kept-all day in the heat of the sun, with- 
out food; and at night returned to the dun- 
geon. Thus he passed several days; chained 
to the wheelbarrow in the morning, to pass 
the day-light hours, while the time for rest 
was spent in the gloom and darkness of a 
filthy cell. 

In his weak state of body, resulting from 
many bruises and scanty fare, he was brought 
before the governor, who showed no mercy, 
but insisted he must work, or the same chas- 
tisement would be continued. Robert now 
enquired what law he had broken ? and called 
for his accusers, that he might know wherein 
his transgression consisted. To this he re- 
ceived no answer, but was chained as before. 
Some days elapsed, when he was taken into 
a private room, and stripped to the waist: 
then suspended by his hands, and a log of 
wood tied to his feet, so that he could not turn 
his body, or in any way shield his already 
lacerated and agonized person. In this situa- 
tion he was cruelly whipped with rods by a 
strong negro. Then removed to his cell and 
no one permitted to communicate with him. 
Two days after the same barbarous work was 
repeated, until his life seemed in imminent 
danger. Finally, through the kind interfer- 
ence of the governor's sister, who was moved 
to compassion by his sufferings, he obtained 
an unconditional discharge. 

Near the close of 1660, Wm. Leddra, who 
had been banished from the Province, re- 
turned under a call to religious duty. The 
fear of man and the fear of suffering, were 
alike taken away. The personal danger that 
awaited him was not to be considered in a 
matter involving his conscientious convic- 
tions. He was soon taken prisoner, “and 


enough to turn Josiah from the path of duty. 
As he was drawn through the streets of Bos- 
ton, he sang aloud, under a sense of the pre- 
sence of the Lord; uttering these words: 
“They that know God to be their strength, 
cannot fear what man can do.” 

So misguided in their religious zeal, were 
many of these New England professors, that 
the opinion had gained wide currency, that 
whatever was done, “nothing could be done 
amiss to the Quakers,” or their abettors. It 
is said, upon the authority of Sewel, that 
thieves in prison were sometimes discharged, 
lest by contact with Friends in their ceils, 
who were endeavoring to feform their wicked 
lives, they should become “ Quakers” too. 

The cause of Truth is always very precious, 
and it is often promoted by the faithfulness 
of the young. Patience Scott, a girl about 11 
years of age, whose religious mother had been 
cruelly whipped, bore a fearless, outspoken 
testimony against it, which so enraged the 
authorities she was sent to prison; and the 
child being examined, spoke so well to the 
purpose, as to confound her enemies. For 
this simple, natural, humane expression of 
feeling for an outraged parent, the little girl 
would have been banished, but her tender 
years sheltered her from the application of 
the law. 

The Dutch, in some of their American set- 
tlements, were now prompted to enter upon 
the work of persecution also, and without 
careful investigation, concluded Friends un- 
doubtedly held pernicious opinions, because 


Robert Hodshbone, a Friend, re- 
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being fastened to a log of wood, was kept 
night and day locked in chains, in an open 
prison, during a very cold winter.” 

The situation of Friends in England at this 
date appeared more hopeful. 
5th month previous, Charles the 2nd was re- 
stored to the throne, under circumstances that 


both church and State.” This proved a very 
lame defence. They stated far too much, 
falsifying the truth at every step in the argu- 
ment. The king could not conceive them to 


On the 8th of|be objects of sympathy on account of their 


separation and seclusion in America, these 
being voluntary. Nor was their claim to re- 


opened up a brighter view for the friends of}ligious freedom sincere, when they denied the 


religious toleration. The government, after 
years of internal disturbance, had acquired 


same right to others coming among them. 
And as to their statement respecting our doc- 


so clearly and plainly by Holy Scripture a 
he would be able to see and know them by 
the Spirit of God. 

“Third, that as the man who stands in ¢ 
dark place, with the light of the candle only 
is in danger of being left in the dark, shoulc 
anything happen to extinguish the candle, s« 
the man who, intent on piety, has no othe: 
light than that of Holy Scripture, isin dange 
of being left without light, should any thins 


something of its former stability. A state of|trines and personal interest in the welfare of|happen that would deprive him of Holy Serip 


things little better than a military despotism 
had existed, in which all parties were suf- 
ferers, if not the cause of religious freedom 
itself. The king therefore in his proclama- 
tion, was persuaded to offer his subjects a 
broader policy, and many were induced to 
think the re-establishment of peace and quiet 
was truly the harbinger of better days for 
such as were not in accord with the establish- 
ed church. 


the State, this had little weight, as it con- 
tradicted all experience. Among intelligent 
minds, Friends were known in England to be 
law-abiding, and eminently peaceable; and 
their religious belief when faithfully sup- 
ported, was known also to be in sympathy 
with just and wise legislation. 

Their appeals for support, though not sus- 
tained, did not receive a decided check, which 


the king, and all classes had a right to expect|persecution in New England to renew their 
that religious toleration would be freely grant-|aggressive proceedings against Friends. Wm. 


‘ed. His intentions seem to have been mainly 
right, but lacking in firmness and stability, 
his pledges were often trampled upon by sub- 
ordinates, or by the judiciary, whose rule of 
action was not so much governed by the good 
humor of their soverign, and his apparent 
willingness to exercise impartiality, as by 
their own bias and preferences for the estab- 
lished religious worship. For a time, how- 
ever, persecution received a decided check in 
England. The action of the law-making 
power in the colonies had often been simply 
a usurpation of authority. Resolutely bent 
upon satisfying personal animosities, no bar- 
riers were permitted to stand in the way. 
In dealing with Friends, who in New England 
were regarded by many as unworthy the pro- 
tection of government, it was no wonder laws 
were hastily made, unmade, or violated at 
pleasure ; or that the authorities should trans- 
cend their privileges as conferred by charter. 
Had these wrongs been perpetrated in the 


Leddra, who continued a prisoner in Boston 
jail under sentence of death, was likely soon 
to close a useful life upon the gallows. Mean- 
while Edw’d Burrough’s pen was employed 
in preparing a full and clear vindication of 
the situation Friends bore to the Colonial au- 
thorities, that had great weight, and led the 
king’s mind a few months later to take a de- 
termined stand in their defence, though not 
in time to rescue this faithful man from the 
grasp of his accusers. P..B: 
Philada., 12th mo. 25th, 1874. 
(To be concluded.) 


mh For “The Friend.” 
The similarity of the religious views of those 
who. are really taught in Christ’s school, is 
often witnessed in a remarkable degree to 
exist even where the home training and out- 
ward influences are exceedingly dissimilar. 
Juan de Valdéz, a Spanish nobleman of great 
piety, who lived in the 16th century, appears 


face of a strong and wise administration of|to have been divinely lead to the embracing 


the home government, the colonies would pro- 
bably have lost their standing as thus estab- 
lished; while on the other hand it may be 
said its inaction and lack of moral integrity, 
opened a door, and really gave encourage- 
ment, to many of these abuses. But now the 
Boston rulers were put under some restraint, 
and fearing lest their rashness might involve 
them in serious danger, they had issued an 
apology in explanation of their proceedings 
against Wm. Robinson, M. Stevenson and 
Mary Dyer, a short time previous to the exe- 
cution of the latter, to satisfy the king and 
parliament of the justice of their action, not 
without some misgivings, however, as to the 
effect it would produce. It was put forth in 
the name of the Province, and signed by its 
Secretary, E. Rawson. 

After Mary’s execution another address ap- 
peared, issued by the general court of Boston, 
directed to king Charles, and signed by John 
Endicot, governor. Herein they set forth, 
“They had chosen the trials of seclusion in a 
remote wilderness, among the heathen, that 
they might enjoy a pure scripture worship, 
rather than the pleasures of England, and sub- 
jection to the imposition of a hierachy.” Con- 
cerning Friends they stated, “They were 
open capital blasphemers, and seducers from 
the glorious Trinity, the blessed gospel ; ene- 
mies to the government, and malignant pro- 
moters of doctrines directly tending to subvert 


of many truths so nearly identical with those 
which were afterwards more fully opened to 
the spiritual understanding of George Fox 
and his co-adjutors, that I have thought it 
was of sufficient interest to transcribe some 
of them for the readers of ‘‘The Friend.” In 
Consideration LXIII, respecting the Scrip- 
tures, he says:—. 

“St. Peter in his second Epistle, chapter i. 
19, judges that the man having no other light 
than that of the Holy Scriptures, is like a man 
who stands in a dark place, having no other 
light in it than that of a candle; and that the 
man who having obtained the spirit of God 
to guide him, is like a man who stands in a 
place where the rays of the sun enter, which 
make it bright and resplendent. Whereupon 
I consider seven things. 

“ First, that as the man who stands in the 
dark place is better off with a candle than 
without it, so the man who seéks to be pious, 
which is with regard to him a dark place, 
forasmuch as his reason and human wisdom 
rather prejudice him with reference to it than 
prove useful to him, is better off with Holy 
Scripture than without it. 

“ Second, that as the man in a dark place 
does not see the things that are in it as clearly 
and plainly with the candle as he would see 
them with the sun, just so the man who is in- 
tent on piety, neither understands nor does 
he know the things of God, nor God himself, 


— 


ture, or of the right apprehension of it. 

“ Fourth, that as to the man who stands in 
dark place, where there is the light of a can| 
dle, it happens at times, that desiring it shoul 
give more light, he either snuffs it himself, or 
gets some one else to snuff it for him, and i 
comes to pass that it is put out in the snuffing 
and the man is left without light; just so iti 
with the man who is intent on piety, being 


This was indeed the promise of|rather gave encouragement to the leaders of|only aided therein by that which he knows: 


and understands of Holy Scripture; it comes 
to pass at times, that desiring to understanc 
more and better, he either interprets it him. 
self, or gets some one else to interpret it for 
him, and it comes to pass that in interpreting 
it, by converting Holy Scripture into human 
composition, the man remains in the dark, al. 
though he may persuade himself that he is 
not so. 

“ Fifth, that as it happens when the rays 
of the sun, by penetrating a dark place where 
the man was using only the light of a candle. 
enable the man to see there more clearly than 
before, all the things that are in that place 
just so, when the Holy Spirit enters into the 
mind of a man intent on piety, and availing 
himself to that end of Holy Scripture, it comes 
to pass that the man understands and knows 
the things of God and God himself more 
clearly than he did previously. , 

«Sixth, that as the man who enjoys the 
light of the sun, and knows assuredly that it 
will never fail him, although he would not 
throw the candle away on account of the 
benefit received, but would, on the contrary, 
leave it, in order that it might assist others 
in the way in which it has assisted him ;— 
just so the man who enjoys the light of the 
Holy Spirit, being assured that it can never 
fail him, though he does not throw the Holy 
Scriptures aside, still he does not employ them 
as he previously did. 

Seventh, that as it is not essential in the 
sun, when it enters a place where there is 2 
candle, that it should discover all that enter: 
into the candle’s composition, just so likewise 
neither is it of the essence of the Holy Spirit, 
when He enters the mind of a man who, in 
tent on piety, avails himself of Holy Scrip: 
ture, to show and discover all the secrets that 
are involved in it, although He shows an¢ 
discovers that part of them which God de 
sires be discovered to the man to whom the 
Holy Spirit is given.” 


Be Reverent.—Submit your minds to early 
impressions of reverence for sacred things. 
Let no wantonness of youthful spirits, ne¢ 
compliance with the intemperate mirth ol 
others, ever betray you into profane sallies ; 
besides the guilt which is thereby incurred. 
nothing gives a more odious appearance ol 
petulance and presumption to youth than the 
affectation of treating religion with levity ; 
instead of being an evidence of superior un. 
derstanding, it discovers a pert and shallo 
mind, which, vain of the first smatterings of 
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cnowledge, presumes to make light of what 
‘he best of mankind revere. 


For “The Friend.” 
Legal Opinions in the Ohio Case. 
(Continued from page 154.) 
_Ineed hardly say that I suppose the women’s 
neeting has nothing to do with the question. 
Che women elect their own officers, and can 
sive no vote and can take no part in the elec- 
ion of officers of the men’s meeting. 
In view of these facts, I am quite unable to 


not elected, and that he and his adherents 
were seceders, giving as a principal reason 
for so holding, that his nomination or election 
was not made by the Society, but, from his 
own showing, was made ‘by those who had 
been for some years laboring under much op- 
pression,” &c. That is precisely the case here. 
Binns’ own eutry shows that he was chosen 
by only a “part” of the meeting, and that 
“part” was a minority of the meeting. 
Hoyle, therefore, having been duly con- 
tinued as clerk of the Society, and those ad- 


1old that Binns was legally elected clerk of|hering to him being the regularly organized 


he meeting, and that those who organized 
inder him are not separatists—provided the 
Jhio Yearly Meeting is to be regarded as an 
ndependent organization, and its decisions sub- 
ect to no appeal to a superior jurisdiction. 
ndeed, the fact that such an appeal has been 
‘aken, and is prosecuted upon the ground that 
toyle has forfeited his right to the office by 
vad conduct, would seem to be an admission 
hat but for that bad conduct his election 
vould have been legal—that he was the choice 
f the Society, but was unjit for the position. 
Che ground on which the appeal to other 
rearly meetings was taken, if sustained, would 


Society, it remains to inquire whether they 
have been ousted, or their election invalidated, 
and Binns and his adherents installed in their 
place by the authorized judgment of a superior 
tribunal. : 

I not only deny the existence of any such 
tribunal, but I deny that any tribunal has as- 
sumed to render such a judgment. “When and 
where was any such judgment rendered, and 
what was the judgment? It was rendered, 
if at all, at as many times and places as there 
were yearly meetings acting on the subject, 
and no two of the judgments are the same. 
None of these yearly meetings assume to ad- 


how Hoyle to have been a usurper of the|judge the election of Hoyle to be illegal or 


fice for nine years preceding the election, 
is well as since its date, and all the acts and 


irregular, or to oust him from office, or install 
Binns. The only thing in which these several 


»roceedings of the Society during that time|judgments concur is, that they will not here- 


0 be void. This is the ground on which it is 
aimed the other yearly meetings place the 


after “ correspond” with Hoyle and his party, 
and that they will correspond with Binns and 


vase. I have a copy of the proceedings of|his party; and this is the utmost extent to 


hose yearly meetings, in which it will be seen 
‘hat none of them place their judgment upon 
he ground that Binns was elected by the So- 
ety. What they assume to do, is to ostra- 
size or excommunicate the Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ng itself, and to set up the Binns faction in 
ts place. Take the proceedings of the Indiana 
Tearly Meeting as a specimen. Two reasons 
ire given by that yearly meeting for its judg- 
nent in the premises: 1. “That the Ohio 
Yearly Meeting,” not the Hoyle party, but the 
meeting itself, “has for several years past,” 
vy the influence of the Hoyle party, ‘refused 
‘nd prevented the reading of regular epistles” 
rom the New England Society. 2. ‘* They” 
—that is, the Ohio Yearly Meeting—* have 
sermitted to have a seat in the yearly meeting 
| * * persons who had been disowned in 
New England.” They then say that the 
‘Friends who appointed Jonathan Binns as 
lerk”—not the Society itself, but the indi- 
‘dual friends who adhere to Binns—“ after 
nduring these disorders for years,” finally 
elt themselves impelled * * * “to appoint 
Clerk, and proceed with the regular business 
if the yearly meeting, without the unity of that 
party who caused the disorders complained 
if” That is to say, Binns was elected, not 
y the Society, but by his individual “ friends,” 
rithout the unity of a “large majority” of 
he members of the Society. This is a plain 
dmission that Binns was not elected by the 
ciety, and that the election of Hoyle stood 
i the same basis and had the same validity 
‘8 any one of his elections for the nine years 
ext preceding. The legality of all of which 
eem to be now admitted. In the case of Karle 
Wood, 8 Cush. 447, it appeared that Gould 
chosen clerk by his party friends, pre- 
yas Binns was chosen by his friends in 
ie present case, with this difference, that a 
ajority united on Gould, whereas only a 


\ority united on Binns. 


. 


And yet the court 
nimously held in that case that Gould was is there any claim of such power, and in some 


which any of them go. Each meeting acted 
for itself, and upon its independent views of 
the case. There was no concert or community 
of action between them. The Yearly Meeting 
at Philadelphia, founded by the contempor- 
aries of William Penn, refused to unite with 
them in this, and holds that it is not essential 
or advisable to keep up such correspondences 
with each other. Now it seems to me that 
here is no judgment, no order assuming to 
affect the legal status of the parties. It was 
simply the judgment of a majority of the 
yearly meetings, each speaking for itself, that 
they, respectively, would decline a correspond- 
ence, which the evidence shows to have been 
at all times voluntary and discretionary with 
each society. 
the several societies, or delegates representing 
them ; no jurisdiction was acquired over the 
persons of Hoyle or his associates, by process, 
notice, consent, or otherwise; each Society 
assumed to represent itself alone, and to be, 
as each was in fact, no more than the equal of 
the Society whose officers it assumed to con- 
demn. The subject-matter of the adjudication 
was not the legality or regularity of the Ohio 
election, but the dispute between the Gurney- 
ites and the Wilburites of New, England, as 
to a matter of discipline. The real judgment 
rendered by the several societies was simply, 
that, in their opinion, Hoyle did wrong in re- 
fusing to exclude Gould, the New England 
Wilburite, from the meeting, and that for this 
reason they would refuse to correspond with 
him and his party, no matter whether he and 
his party represented and constituted the 
regular organization or not. This, I say, is 
no judgment affecting the status of Hoyle, or 
the organization under him, even if we con- 
cede the existence of power to render the 
proper judgment for that purpose. 

But was there any such power? 

In none of their utterances on the subject 


There was no joint session of 


of them it is expressly disavowed. Take, as 
example, the utterance of the London Society. 
The following is its essential part: 

“The desire consistently to carry out the 
principles of Christian order which have regu- 
lated our own course of action, and to counter- 
act, as far as our example and influence may 
extend, the disorganizing tendencies that have 
so painfully manifested themselves, not only 
in Ohio, but also in several other of the Ameri- 
can Yearly Meetings, has led us to accept the 
epistle signed by Jonathan Binns, under the 
conviction that the Friends whom he repre- 
sents have been, and are, acting most in ac- 
cordance with the course which this meeting 
adopted in 1846, and which it has ever since 
pursued. Yet, in so doing, we would not be 
understood as implying that the proceedings 
of that body (though we speak it with tender- 
ness, and with sympathy for the peculiar diffi- 
culties of their position) have been, in all re- 
spects, such as we could approve, were it our 
place to pronounce an opinion thereon.” 

It also contains the following, which shows 
that they did not claim the right to overrule 
or interfere with an election regularly made 
by the Ohio Society: 

‘“‘Tt is a principle with this Yearly Meeting 
that the several American Yearly Meetings 
with which it is in correspondence are inde- 
pendent bodies, whose deliberations and de- 
cisions in the exercise of the discipline toward 
their own members and subordinate meetings 
are to be regarded as /inal, and not to be in- 
terfered with.” 

But I deny that there is, in fact, any au- 
thority in the yearly meetings of the world, 
or in any number of them, either acting jointly 
or separately, to control the organization, dis- 
cipline, or property of the Ohio Yearly Meet- 
ing, or of any one of its members. The book 
of discipline or constitution of the Ohio Yearly 
Meeting contains no word giving any such 
authority. It purports to be adopted for that 
Society alone, and is entitled, ‘‘ Book of Dis- 
cipline of the Society of the Ohio Yearly 
Meeting.” Nor is there any book, document, 
record, or usage giving any such authority, 
or acknowledging the Society to be subor- 
dinate to any other. On the contrary, the 
book of discipline, and the evidence as to the 
usages of the several yearly meetings, show 
that the yearly meeting is the “ highest triba- 
nal in the church organization.” This was 
expressly resolved by the general conference 
of yearly meetings held in 1849, as follows: 

‘Yearly, quarterly, monthly, and prepara- 
tive meetings were set up and are still con- 
tinued for the purpose of church government, 
subordinate and accountable one unto another 
—preparative to monthly, monthly to quar- 
terly, and quarterly to the yearly meeting, 
the last being the highest tribunal in the 
church organization, from whose decisions 
there is no appeal. 

“Tt can not be questioned that, if a yearly 
meeting should manifest unsoundness in Chris- 
tian faith, if- it should promulgate views in- 
consistent with the principles professed by 
Friends, or should not maintain our Christian 
testimonies, it may then become the duty of 
the other yearly meetings to extend to it 
brotherly entreaty or admonition for its restora- 
tion. But in the exercise of those functions 
which legitimately and exclusively belong to 
itself—as the forming or administering its own 
discipline—any interference by another yearly 
meeting, or attempt to control its action in 
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these respects, would be an infraction of our] “ would be out of place in attempting to inter- 
established order, and fraught with conse-|fere with the business of the yearly meeting, 


quences perilous to the whole brotherhood of|so as to direct the course it should take.” 


yearly meetings, against which we feel sol- 
emnly bound to bear testimony.” 

This conference of 1849, like the conference 
of 1829-1832—the only other conference ever 
held by the yearly meetings, as I understand 
—was exceptional and provisional, devised 
and held for the occasion, for the special pur- 
pose of ‘healing divisions and promoting 
harmony.” It was abnormal and merely pro- 
visional. There is no authority, constitutional 
or otherwise, for cailing such conferences, or 
authorizing any person or persons to appoint 
times or places for their meeting; much less 
is there any provision for organizing any such 
body, or conferring upon it any power or au- 
thority over the several yearly meetings. 

The witness, William Bates, I think, truly 
states the relation and organization of the 
different yearly meetings, when he says: 

“They are of like churches, and hold a 
common faith, but they hold no relation of 
subordination to any other- power. Among 
these religious bodies thus constituted, are 
what are called Congregationalists. Baptists, 
also, are organized on that principle; can not 
say as to others, but am under the impression 
that Disciples are organized in the same way, 
but in this I may be mistaken. These are ac- 
customed—the Baptists and Congregation- 
alists are accustomed—to hold conferences, 
associations, conventions, and the like, known 
by different names, which are composed of 
similar bodies of like denominations from the 
independent churches—in which associations, 
&c., advice is taken, and sometimes common 
enterprises entered upon, and Christian sym- 
pathies expressed, and correspondence opened 
with other denominations of Christians, re- 
cognized by them as being of sound or ortho- 
dox faith; but still the churches, as to all 
matters legislative and judicial, or in respect 
to all matters of property and the like, remain 
in absolute independence. * * There is no 
common constitution; each yearly meeting 
has its own constitution.” 

Jesse Cope says: “I know of no higher 
power than the yearly meetings in the So- 
ciety of Friends, on all questions disciplinary, 
legislative, or judicial, or on questions relating 
to the control and disposition of property.” 

William Fisher says: ‘I know of no appeal 
from the decision and action of the yearly 
meetings on questions of discipline, property, 
&e. It is the highest tribunal, I think.” 

Other witnesses testify to the same effect, 
and state that the correspondence between 
the different meetings is “a mere acknowledg- 
ment of fraternity ;” that it is ‘entirely vol- 
untary ;” and that no book of discipline “ re- 
quires or enjoins” it. There is no competent 
or sufficient evidence that when a member of 
one meeting is accredited, or “liberated” as a 
traveller, he becomes a member of other meet- 
ings. There is no testimony stronger than 
that of Jobn Butler, to prove any such right 
of membership; and he merely says that in 
his “view” such travelling party is ‘in some 
sense a member.” But he admits that such a 
party “would not be regarded as rightfully 


a clerk,” or in “disposing of real estate.” 


this he substantially agrees with Charles| must reach the witness within 
Evans, who says that such travelling party is| beholder, and bear an unmis 
merely “at liberty to give a sentiment, as to|silent, evidence to the eternal principle from /|sacrifice of fools. But when the time reall 


(To be concluded.) 


Selected. 


“GOING ALONE.” 


With curls in the sunny air tossing, 
With light in the merry blue eyes, 
With laughter so clearly outringing, 
A laugh of delight and surprise ; 
All friendly assistance disdaining, 
And trusting no strength but its own— 
The past fears and trials forgotten, 
The baby is “ going alone.” 


What woful mishaps have preceded 
This day of rejoicing and pride! 
How often the help that he needed 
Has carelessly gone from his side! 
He has fallen while reaching for sun-beams, 
Which, just as he grasped them, have flown, 
And the tears of vexation have followed, 
But now he is “ going alone.” 


And all through his life he will study 
This lesson again and again, 
He will carelessly lean upon shadows, 
He will fall and weep over the pain, 
The hand whose fond clasp was the surest 
Will coldly withdraw from his own, 
The sunniest eyes will be clouded, 
And he will be walking alone. 


He will learn what astern world we live in, 
And he may grow cold like the rest, 

Just keeping a warm sunny welcome 
For those who seem truest and best ; 

Yet, chastened and taught by past sorrow, 
And stronger and manlier grown, 

Not trusting his all in their keeping, 
He learns to walk bravely alone. 


And yet not alone, for our Father 
The faltering footsteps will guide 
Through all the dark mazes of earth-life, 
And “ over the rivers” deep tide. 
Oh! here is a helper unfailing, 
A strength we can perfectly trust, 
When, all human aid unavailing, 
“The dust shall return unto dust.” 


Selected. 


AFTER THE STORM. 


Patience! for the strife is o’er ; 

Weary wave and dying blast 

Beat and moan around the shore; 
Peace must come at last. 


Lo! the seagull’s silver wing 

Flashes in the sunset gold; 

Wait, another morn shall bring 
Gladness, as of old. 


Sunlight on the yellow strand, 

Shadows lying still and clear, 

Pearly fringes on the sand; 
Murmurs, sweet to hear. 


Storms of life must have their way 
Ere these changeful years may cease; 
Foam and tempest for to-day 

And to-morrow—peace. 


Never till the fight is won, 
And the bitter draught is drained— 
Never till the storm is done 

Shall thy rest be gained. 


Waves and winds fulfil His word ; 
Thou, like them, shalt do His will, 
Waiting till His voice is heard 
Saying, “‘ Peace, be still.” 
Sunday at Home. 


i ; I believe that no Divine truth can truly|heart, I endeavored to try my offering in th 
entitled to take part” in the “nomination of|dwell in any heart, without an external testi- unerring balance of the sanctuary, I found i 
In| mony in manner, bearing and appearance, that| was too light to be offered, and was thankfu 
the heart of the|to the Lord for his merciful preservation, i 
takable, though |that I had been enabled to avoid offering th 


what he thinks right or wrong,” but that he| which it emanates. 


For “The Friend.” 
‘ John Griffith. 
(Continued from page 158.) 

The example of John Griffith, being in 
effect, ‘‘ Follow me as I have followed Christ,” 
is one of grave importance and of practical 
application to us all. The doctrines and re- 
quisitions of our holy religion are no cunningly 
devised fable, but real and substantial truths. 
And though the Lord to prove his people, 
may now, as he did formerly, lead them 
“through a land of deserts and of pits; 
through a land of drought, and of the a cap 
of death,” though not without hope of brighte 
days beyond; yet, how much more are these 
dispensations from His chastening hand to be 
desired, than the too common lukewarmness 
and apathy noticeable in professed followers 
of the meek and lowly Jesus! How infinitely 
better for us to know the ploughing up of the 
fallow ground of the heart, and to endure 
even the sifting, the upheaving, the overturn- 
ing, the quick and powerful operation of the 
Holy Ghost or transforming power of the Re- 
deemer there. We want more of presenting 
our bodies a living sacrifice; more earnest, 
faithful, prayerful entreaty from broken hearts 
and contrite spirits to the God of all grace, 
and of all our sure mercies. We want more 
firmness of purpose and holy resolution to 
yield ourselves unreservedly to the Saviour, 
and, through the power of his Spirit to labor 
faithfully, and contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints. Then to him 
that hath, would more be given unto increase 
in the increase that is of God through Christ 
Jesus. . 

In the present number are J. Griffith’s 
views respecting the great work of the minis- 
try. They are commended to’ the careful 
perusal and consideration of all:— | 

“ About this time I had a distant view of 
being called into the work of the ministry ; 
my mind being at times wonderfully over- 
shadowed with the universal love of God, in 
the glorious gospel of his Son, to mankind, to 
that degree that I thought I could, in the 
strength thereof, give up to spend and to be 
spent, for the gathering of souls to him, the 
great Shepherd of Israel; and that I could lift 
up my voice like a trumpet, to awaken the 
inhabitants of the earth: but I found all thi 
was only by way of preparation for this im 
portant work, and that I had not yet receive 
a commission to engage therein. A fear an 
care were upon my mind, lest I should pre 
sume to enter upon this solemn undertakin 
without a right call; it appearing to me ex 
ceedingly dangerous to speak in the name o 
the Lord, without a clear evidence in th 
mind, that he required it of me; which I the 
fully believed he would in his own time, 
which was to be waited for. From this time 
until I was really called to the work, I fre 
quently had, but especially in religious mee 
ings, openings of scripture passages, wit 
lively operations of the Divine power in m 
mind; and sometimes with so much energy, 
that I have been almost ready to offer wha 
I had upon my mind, to others. But as 
through an holy care which dwelt upon m 


came that it was divinely required of me, th 


v 


idence was so indisputably clear, that there 
as not the least room to doubt; yet, through 
ar and human frailty, I put it off, and did 
\pt-give way thereunto. But oh! how was I 
'pndemned in myself! The Divine sweetness 
\fhich had covered my mind in the meeting 
‘fas withdrawn, and [| left in a very poor dis- 
jpnsolate state, wherein I was ready to beg 
.prgiveness, and to covenant with the Lord, 
at if he would be pleased to favor me again 
ih like manner, I would give up to his re- 
jJuiring. At the next first-day meeting, the 
| eavenly power overshadowed me in a won- 
erful manner, in which it was required of me 
1) kneel down in supplication to the Lord in 
1} few words: I gave way thereto, in the dread 
f his power, with fear and trembling. After 
‘hich, oh, how my soul was filled with peace 
‘Jod joy in the Holy Ghost! I could then sing, 
Jod make sweet melody in my heart to the 
ford. As I remember, I was twenty-one 
years of age the very day | first entered into 
jnis great and awful work of the ministry ; 
Which was the 21st of the 5th month, old style, 
t 34. . 
_“Thave found my mind engaged to be some- 
vhat particular concerning the manner of my 
Intering into the work of the ministry, to 
itand by way of caution and proper encour- 
igement to others, who may peruse the same; 
aving in the course of my observation had 
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are deeply pained at heart with such lifeless 
ministry, they find it exceedingly difficult to 
lay hands thereon, for want of more strength ; 
especially when they perceive what strength 
there is against them; for formal professors 
love to have it so, rather than to sit in silence. 
And I have observed such pretenders to be 
all mouth or tongue, and no ears to receive 
instruction ; fond of teaching others, but very 
unteachable themselves. I pray to God to 
quicken his people, and raise the Society into 
a more lively sense of that blessed arm of 
power which gathered us to be a people; or, 
I fear, the great evil above hinted at will 
prove avery growing one: profession with- 
out possession, being the proper element for 
such a ministry to grow and flourish in. 1 
am not quite free to omit a remark on this 
head, as I am fully persuaded the living mem- 
bers of the church of Christ, groan under a 
painful sense of this sorrowful token of a de- 
clining Society. May the Lord of sabaoth 
hear their cries, and regard the anguish of 
their souls in secret, so as to work by his in- 
visible power for his own name’s sake, and 
their enlargement, by turning his hand upon 
our Sion, to purge away her dross, and to 
take away her tin and reprobate silver; that 
her judges may be restored as at the first, and 
her counsellors as at the beginning; that 
many, having their fect shod with the pre- 


lause to fear, some have taken the work of|paration of the gospel of peace, may yet ap- 


weparation, as before hinted, for the thing 
self; and so have proceeded very far, to their 
wn great wounding, and the hurt of others, 
a bringing forth untimely fruit, which is ex- 
eedingly dangerous, and carefully to be avoid- 
d. Nothing is a sufficient guard to preserve 
herefrom, but the single eye, through the 
ivine blessing awfully considering what a 
‘reat thing it is for dust and ashes to speak 
8 the apostle Peter directs, viz: ‘As every 
nan hath received the gift, even so minister 


he same one to another, as good stewards of 


he manifold grace of God. If any man speak, 
et him speak as the oracles of God; if any 
man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth.’ The author to the He- 
brews saith, that ‘No man taketh this honor 
o himself, but he that is called of God, as 
was Aaron.’ So that whatever some may pre- 
end to, and intrude themselves into, unless 
‘hey are really called of God, they will have 
10 share in that honor that cometh from God 
only. 

4 The church of Christ hath not been with- 
out its troubles from false ministers, neither 
n the primitive times, nor in ours. That ex- 
sellent gospel liberty of all who feel them- 
selves inspired thereunto, whether male or 
‘male, speaking or prophesying one by one, 
iath been, and still is, abused by fa!se pre- 
enders to divine inspiration ; yet the liberty 
yught to be preserved inviolable, and other 
means found out to remedy this great incon- 


pear beautiful on the mountains! So be it, 
saith my soul. 

‘‘T have given some hints how it was with 
me, by way of preparation for the great and 
important work of the ministry, and the 
danger of being misled ; even at some times 
when I had right openings, and felt the sweet 
efficacious virtue of the love of God, through 
Jesus Christ, to mankind: which, doubtless, 
is the sensible experience and enjoyment, at 
times, of every faithful follower of Christ, 
who never was called to the work of the min- 
istry. I was in those days apprehensive of 
some danger of being led out at that door; 
but I have since more fully and perfectly seen 
the danger of this and other by-paths, which 
would have led me to give that away to others, 
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and of death to those who are in a state of 
death. Let it ever be remembered, that noth- 
ing of, or belonging to man, can possibly add 
any lustre or dignity to the divine gift. 
Neither will the best and most curiously 
adapted words or doctrine, ever so truly and 
consistently delivered, be any more than as 
sounding brass, or as a tinkling cymbal, with- 
out the power, light and demonstration of the 
Spirit of Christ. There is no occasion for 
those who regard his power as the substance 
of their ministry, to be solicitous about words; 
as the lowest and most simple are really 
beautiful, when fitly spoken under that holy 
influence.” 
(To be continued.) 


For “The Friend.” 
William Law, A. M. 

The following is taken from Law’s Address 
to the Clergy, who was also the author of 
divers other religious tracts :— 

“He was born at King’s Cliff, a market 
town in Northamptonshire (G. B.), in the year 
1687 ; his parents were of good repute, and in 
circumstances which enabled them to give him 
a liberal education. He was sent early to the 
University of Cambridge, and was of Emanuel 
college, where his superior genius soon distin- 
guished itself by three letters to (Hooadly) 
the Bishop of Bangor so greatly, that upon 
their publication, the celebrated Bishop Atter- 
bury waited upon him and made him this 
compliment; Mr. Law from your writings, 
instead of seeing a youth, I should have ex- 
pected’to see grey hairs. The universal ap- 
plause those three letters met with, instead of 
filling his mind with pride and vanity, the 
two pregnant attendants of superior abilities 
and human applause, only served to make him 
the more retired from the world, in order the 
more deeply to look into himself. He lived a 
single life, and the last twenty years of it in 
the same town in which he was born ; but the 
reasons of his not continuing in the ministry 
can only be conjectured ; for it is not known 
that he ever acquainted any one with them. 

“ The first fruits produced in his retirement 
were his two excellent treatises on ‘ Christian 


which I was to live upon myself; and out of| Perfection,’ and ‘Serious Call to a Devout and 


the humble dependent state, in which only 
there is safety, to have a will and way of my 
own, that I might be furnished and enriched 
with much treasure. But sincerity-of heart, 
and my endeavors to preserve the single eye, 
through the watchful care of Divine Provi- 
dence over me, brought the day of the Lord 
upon it all: so that I came clearly to see, and 
experimentally to know, that my sufficiency 
was of God; that there must be a steady de. 
pendence on the Lord, to be immediately 
filled and supplied, every time I was to en- 
gage in this solemn service. I ardently de- 
sire, that all who have the least apprehension 
of being called into the work of the ministry, 


yenieney ; which would not be difficult, were|may dwell in an holy dread of the Divine 
the members in a general way spiritually] presence, and know their own wills wholly 


minded, rightly savoring the things that be 
% God. Forward and unsanctified appear- 
ynces, by way of ministry, would then be 
sasi!y awed and suppressed, so as not to dis- 
lurb the peace of the church. The case has 
en otherwise, as I have observed in some 
es; but little minded, if the words and 
trine were sound, and nothing to blame 
the conversation. Here the main thing, 
ich is the powerful demonstration of the 
y Spirit, is little regarded: and if a few 


subjected to the divine will, waiting for aclear 
and distinct certainty of the Lord’s requir- 
ings, not only in entering upon it at first, but 
also at all other times. And as self comes to 
be laid in the dust, they will receive unde- 
niable evidence in their own minds of the cer- 
tainty of their mission ; and they will not be 
without a testimony thereof, from the witness 
for God in the consciences of those amongst 
whom they are sent to minister. They will 
he a savor of life to the living in the Truth, 


Holy Life.’ From these instructive writings, 
by a gradual progress in spirituality and 
sound philosophy, he became qualified to il- 
lustrate and unfold some deep mystic writ- 
ings, which he hath done with much fulness 
and depth of penetration. 

“In the year 1727 he founded a charity 
school at King’s Cliff, and afterwards added 
two tenements for two ancient women, with a 
weekly allowance.” 

The following circumstances whereby he 
was enabled to be extensively useful are re- 
markable :—“ Attending the Feast of the Sons 
of the Clergy at St. Paul’s Cathedral, a person 
who was unknown to him came to him and 
asked his’ name, to whom he modestly an- 
swered, ‘My name is William Law.’ Where- 
upon the man gave him a letter directed to 
our author himself, which he, for the present, 
put into his pocket, and which upon opening 
it at a convenient opportunity, he found in- 
closed a bank note for one thousand pounds 
sterling. And at another time a bank note 
for five hundred pounds sterling, was sent him 
from an unknown hand.” 

That truly pious and catholic-spirited writ- 
er, Dr. Philip Doddridge, in a sermon to 
young persons, has the following passage con- 
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cerning William Law: “It is an awakening 
saying of one of the most lively and pathetic 
as well as most pious writers which our age 
has produced, ‘That the condition of man in 
his natural state, seems to be like that ofa 
person sick of a variety of diseases, knowing 
neither his distemper nor cure, but unhappily 
enclosed in a place where he could hear, or 
see, or taste, or feel nothing, but what tended 
to inflame his disorder.” Law of Christian 
Perfection, page 2. 

The author of the address to the clergy, 
died April 9th, 1761, aged seventy-five years. 
The whole of it was sent by himself to be 
printed, except a few pages, written by him 
not many days before his death. Though it 
appears chiefly directed to the Episcopal 
clergy, it is of common concern to all pro- 
fessed ministers of the Gospel and Christians 
in general.—Extracts now follow: 

“ Ve are not in the flesh, saith the Apostle, 
but in the Spirit, but then he adds, as the only 
ground of this, if so be that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you; surely he means, if so be ye 
are moved, guided and governed by that, 
which the Spirit wills, works and inspires 
within you. And then to show the absolute 
necessity of this life of God in the soul, he 
adds, if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of his; and that this is the state to 
which God hath appointed, and called all 
Christians, he thus declares, God hath sent 
forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, cry- 
ing, Abba, Father,” Gal. iv.6. ‘‘The same 
thing, most surely as if he had said, nothing 
in you can cry or pray to God, as its Father, 
but the Spirit of his Son, Christ, come to 
life in you. Which is also as true of every 
tendency in the soul towards God, or good- 
ness; so much as there is of it, so much 
there is of, the seed of the woman, striving to 
bring forth a full birth of Christ in the soul. 

“Lo, Lam always with you, saith the holy 
Jesus, even to the end of the world. How is it 
with us? Not outwardly, every illiterate 
man knoweth; not inwardly saith many a 
learned Divinity Doctor; because. a Christ 
within us is as gross enthusiasm, or Quakerism, 
as the Light within us. How then shall the 
faith of the common Christian find any com- 
fort in these words of Christ’s promise, unless 
the Spirit brings him into a remembrance 
and belief, that Christ isin him and with him, 
as the vineis with, andinthe branch? Christ 
saith, Without me, ye can do nothing ; and also, 
Ifany man love me, my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him. Now if without him, we can do 
nothing, then all the love that a man can 
possibly have for Christ, must be from the 
power and life of Christ-in him; and from 
such a love, so begotten, man has the Father, 
‘and the Son dwelling, and making their abode 
in him. What higher proof or fuller certain- 
ty can there be, that the whole work of re- 
demption in the soul of man is,-and can be 
nothing else, but the inward, continual, imme- 
diate operation of Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, raising up again their own first life in 
the soul, to which Adam, our first father 
died ? 

‘‘Again, Christ, after his glorification in 
heaven, saith, ‘ Behold I stand at the door 
and knock.’ He does not say behold ye have 
me in the Scriptures. Now what is the door 
at which Christ, at the right hand of God in 
heaven, knocketh? Surely it is the heart, to 
which Christ is always present. He goeth 


on, ‘If any man hear my voice ;’ how hear 
but by the hearing of the heart, or what voice, 


. For “The Friend.” 
“ Musings and Memories: being a collec 


but that which is the speaking or sounding of|tion of anecdotes and reflections of a religiou 


Christ within him? He adds‘ And open the 
door,’ that is open his heart for me, ‘I will 
come into him,’ that is, will be a living, holy 
nature and Spirit born within him, ‘And sup 
with him and he with me.’ Rev. 

“ Behold the last, finishing work of a re- 
deeming Jesus, entered into the heart, that 
opens to him; bringing forth the joy, the 


blessing, and perfection of that first life of|elaborate essays. 


God in the soul, which was lost by the fall 
[and by personal sin] set forth as a supper, or 
feast of the heavenly Jesus with the soul, and 
the soul with him. Can any one justly call it 
enthusiasm, to say, that this suppering of the 
soul with this glorified Christ within it, must 
mean something more heavenly, transacted 
in the soul, than that last supper, which He 
celebrated with his disciples, whilst He was 
with them in the flesh ? 


character, on various subjects. Tract Asso 
ciation of Friends. Philadelphia, 1875.” 
This is a volume of 367 pages, the design o 
which, as the preface states, is to conve} 
moral and religious truths in connection wit] 
simple incidents; this method being frequentl} 
more efficacious in making profitable impres 
sions on the mind of the reader, than by mor 
Many of the reflections a 
well as anecdotes have appeared in the co 
umns of this Journal at different times. 
considerable part of the volume however, wai 
derived from other sources, and some parts 
not the least interesting in the book, hav 
never before been printed. It is uniform i1 
style with a former publication of the sam 
association, entitled, “ Biographical Sketche 
and Anecdotes of Friends.” We not onl; 


For that supper of|consider it as a valuable addition to the list a 


bread and wine, was such, asa Judas could|their issues, but that it will be read witl 
partake of, and could only be an outward type|pleasure and edification by the enlightene 
or signification of that inward and blessed|Christian, without regard to séctarian dis 


nourishment, with which the believing soul, 


tinction. For sale at Friends’ Bookstore, No 


should be feasted, when the glorified Son of |304 Arch Street. 


God should, as a creating spirit, efter into us, 
quickening, and raising up his own heavenly 
nature and life within us. Now this continual 
knocking of Christ at the door of the heart, 
sets forth the case or nature of a continual, 
immediate, divine inspiration within us; it is 
always with us, but there must.be an opening 
of the heart to it, and though it is always 
there, yet it is only felt and found by those 
who are attentive to it, depend upon, and 
humbly wait forit. ™ 

“Now let any one tell me, how he can believe 
anything of this voice of Christ, how he can 
listen to it, hear or obey it, but by such a faith 
as keeps him habitually turned to an immedi- 
ate, coustant inspiration of the Spirit of Christ 
within him? Or how any heathenish, profane 
person, can do more despite to this presence, 
and power of Christ in his own soul, or more 
effectually lead others into it, than that eccle- 
siastic, who makes a mock at the light within, 
a Christ within, and openly blasphemes that 
faith, and hope, and trust, which solely relies 
upon being moved by the Spirit, as its only 
power of doing that, which is right, and good 
and pious, either towards God or man. 

‘« Let every man whom this concerns, lay it to 
heart. Time, and the things of time, will soon 
have an end; and he that in time trusts to 
anything but the Spirit and power of God 
working in his heart, will be but ill fitted to 
enter into eternity. God must be all in all in 
us here, or we cannot be his hereafter. Time 
works only for eternity ; and poverty eternal 
must as certainly follow him who dies, only 
fully stuffed with human learning, as he who 
dies only full of worldly riches. 

“The folly of thinking to have any divine 
learning, but that which the holy Spirit 
teaches, or to make ourselves rich in knowl- 
edge towards God by heaps of common-place 
learning, crowded into our minds, will leave 
us as dreadfully cheated, as that rich builder 
of barns in the gospel, to whom it was said, 
thou fool, this night shall thy soul be required 
of thee; and then whose shall all these things 
be? Luke, xii. So is every man that treas- 
ures up a religious learning, that comes not 
wholly from the Spirit of God.” 


Watch ye, stand fast in the faith. 
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“Friends, call to mind the former times 
and remember the days that are past an 
gone, when the day of the Lord first dawne 
unto you, and his power seized upon you 
You know how weighty and retired the spirit 
of Friends then were; how grave and soli 
their deportment and carriage ; how few an 
savory their words, tending to edify the heax 
ers; how great a fear and backwardness wa 
in them, to enter in familiarity with the world’ 
people. Oh! Friends, that was a good day 
and that was a safe state; for fear beget 
watchfulness, and watchfulness is a means t 
prevent danger. Therefore, all Friends kee; 
in the holy fear, and therein watch agains 
the enemy, that he entangle you not, nor hur 
your spirits by a too near familiarity, an¢ 
intimate conversing with the people of th 
world ; for therein, I assure you lies a snare.’ 

To one with religious thoughtfulness, whe 
viewing the change that has been going 01 
for some years, and is still in active progres 
within our religious Society, the question 
naturally present, What is the character 0 
the fruits produced by the principles brough 
into operation, and the theology taught, by 
the prime movers in the, so called, “advance 
on Quakerism? Are the evidences accompany 
ing the “revival,” such as prove a renewed re 
ception of divine Light; which while makin; 
manifest the errors of the past, has led to th 
discovery of new modes of applying, and thi 
necessity for more strict conformity to thi 
self-denying principles and requisitions of th 
Gospel, so as to improve the condition of ou 
part of the visible church, and to lead, or a 
least invite other portions of it, out of th 
formalities and will-worship that have so lon; 
obstructed the spread and power of spiritua 
religion? Does it manifest a superhumat 
origin, by bringing its converts more unre 
servedly under the yoke and cross of Christ 
and thrusting back the Spirit of the worl 
from the place it has usurped, in boldly pre 
scribing the order and discipline of the chureh 
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d in regulating the conduct of professed |craft, and obstructed the dispensing and ex-|firm testimony against will-worship, and a 


hristians ? 


ercise of gifts, which He who led captivity 


The history of the rise and progress of|captive, had in store for his obedient, dedi- 
rriends as a religious Society, leaves no doubt|cated disciples. 


8 to what constituted the wisdom and power 


Having seen that the God of this world had 


at enabled them at the outset, to take a firm|blinded the eye of very many of the profes- 
sand against the corruptions prevalent in the|sors of the religion of the new testament dis- 
hurch in that day; to. address themselves|pensation, so that while they talked much 
ecessfully to instruct those who were spiritu-}about the gospel, and boasted of being in 
lly blind and ignorant; to proclaim the true|Christ and being members of his church, their 
haracter and demands of the religion of|lives showed they had never entered the strait 


hrist, and to manifest to every beholder, 
at, as disciples of a crucified Redeemer, they 
ere constrained to bear testimony, not only 
painst the formal, dead preaching and wor- 
ip practised in the different denominations, 
om which they were brought out, but also 
rainst the love, spirit, maxims, manners, and 
ther unrighteous ways of the world around 
nem. They declared that all the saving 
nowledge of God and of Christ to which 
hey attained; all the qualification for ser- 
ice in the church with which they were 
othed ; all the success which crowned their 
bors ; were attained by and through obedi- 
nee to the Holy Spirit, manifesting the will 
God concerning them in the secret of the 
pul, and supplying them with the requisite 
bility and guidance for the work assigned 
nem. 
They were changed men themselves before 
ney went about to change others; made so 
rough submission to the crucifying, trans- 
prming power of the Grace of God; which 
ney could testify from living experience, 
rought salvation to the obedient soul. Their 
\inistry therefore, was not in the enticing 
ords of man’s wisdom; and their commission 
om on high, was to turn people “to that in- 
ard Light, Spirit and Grace, by which~all 
tight know their salvation, and their way to 
od ;” “to bring people off from all their own 
‘ays, to Christ the new and living way ;” 
from their churches which men had made 
iad gathered, to the church in God ;” ‘from 
ne world’s teachers made by men, to learn of 
thrist, who is the way, the truth and the 
e;” ‘*to know the Spirit of Truth in the 
»ward parts, and to be led thereby; that in it 
ey might worship the Father of spirits, who 
eks such to worship him; which Spirit, they 
at worshipped not in, know not what they 
orship.” From practical experience they 
uld testify, that while this Holy Spirit re- 
ired them to bear the daily cross, crucifying 
e lusts of the flesh, the lust of the eye, 
d the pride of life, it brought its humble, 
mtrite subjects, to realise Christ to be the 
amb of God that took away their sins, and 
uketh away the sin of the world; and that 
.ere was no more condemnation to those who 
iere thus grafted into Him, and who walked 
pt after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
As these preachers of righteousness and their 
onverts, became gathered into a body or 
urch, it was to be seen by all, that they 
ad not left their former modes of worship, 
or declared against the ministry under which 
wey had been accustomed to sit, because they 
jere aiming at setting up a new man-made 
mtrivance ; nor yet to bring themselves into 
otice and repute; but because they saw in 
light of Truth, that the system of divinity 
ught by the so-called evangelical churches 
as defective, and the ministry connected 


gate, and were far from walking in the nar- 
row way, they found it laid upon them not 
merely to bear testimony against them and 
their unscriptural views, but at the same time 
to illustrate the restrained and holy life, into 
which: all the true believers in Christ-are led. 
Thus the primitive Friend, from whose work 
our first extract is taken, says, “You know, 
Friends, that at the first, when the visiting 


arm of the Lord reached us, He led us out of 


the world’s ways, manners, customs and 
fashions, and a close testimony both in word 
and practice, was borne against them.” 

Under the authority of their divine Master, 
they bore an unwavering testimony against 
men claiming to be reconciled and justified by 
a self wrought faith in a crucified Redeemer, 
and satisfying themselves with external ob- 
servances and will-worship; declaring that in 
order to know complete justification and sanc- 
tification, it was indispensable to be buried 
with Christ by baptism into death, and 
through the washing of regeneration and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, to be raised up 
into newness of life. This newness of life was 
not mere newness of profession, but experi- 
encing the propensities and deeds of the old 
or natural man crucified, by submission to 
Christ within, and putting’on the new man 
created in righteousness and true holiness. 
Though entertaining christian charity to- 
wards all men, yet they could in no wise join 
hands with those, who called themselves min- 
isters of Christ, but were not willing to com- 
ply with his command—“ Freely ye have re. 
ceived, freely give,’ but sought to make mer- 
chandise of his gospel. 

These were characteristic traits of the spirit- 
ual religion preached and practised by Friends 
in the beginning. They brought contempt and 
hatred upon them, from worldlings and unre- 
generate professors, but they set the society 
on a hill, so that it could not be hid, and gave 
an impetus to religious reform that has been 
operative up to this day. They are traits 
which have also marked the religion of all 
true Friends since that day. 

Now if our predecessors were led by the 
Spirit of Truth into their religion, and by it 
were made eminent reformers in the visible 
church, all true advance from thespoint they 
attained, must be in the line of former pro- 


man-made and hireling ministry. 

We may rest assured that the blessed Head 
of his own church, will never lead it back 
from whatever advanced position it may have 
attained by His holy help and guidance, and 
bring it into a closer approximation to, and a 
nearer assimilation with those things, wheth- 
er rites, forms or practices, which have been 
introduced among His professed followers, as 
parts of, or connected with his religion or 
worship, by the unsanctified will of man ; nor 
will He sanction its participation with anyjof 
the ways of the world, that minister to the 
pride and rebellion of the human heart, or in- 
duce the delusion that men may be his follow- 
ers, without obeying his command to deny 
themselvesand take up the daily cross. There 
must always be, not merely a doubt of, but 
an assurance against supposed discoveries and 
palpable changes, that contradict the lessons 
in which the Head of the Church has been 
teaching and exercising his faithful servants 
in our church, for over two hundred years, and 
against the introduction of forms of worship 
or other practices, that reverse the more spirit- 
ual advances of former times, and set at naught 
the experiences of the gifted instruments in 
the Lord’s work who have preceded us. 

Where any doctrine is preached from our 
galleries, or where would-be reformers rise up 
among Friends, the practical effect of whose 
influence is, to bring into disrepute the ob- 
servance of the testimonies which were given 
to the Society in the beginning, even though 
they may be stigmatized as badges unworthy 
of the present enlightened age; such as plain- 
ness of speech, behavior and apparel; to substi- 
tute study of the Scriptures, and engaging in 
“religious works” for the Conversion of oth- 
ers, for close attention and obedienee to the 
visitations of divine grace, and laboring under 
its direction, in the vineyard of the heart ; 
where it is clearly manifest that this influence 
has so lowered the standard of the ministry, 
that very many are encouraged to engage in 
it, who give little evidence of having been un- 
der the preparing hand, and none that they 
have received a gift therefor ; where the testi- 
mony against a man-made and hireling min- 
istry is so far laid waste, that those who are 
connected with and have been “ ordained,” in 
accordance with this “system, are invited and 
assisted to take part, as ministers, in our re- 
ligious meetings; where a will-worship, con- 
sisting of Scripture reading and hymn singing, 
is, through this influence, taking the place of 
reverent waiting in the silence of all flesh, to 
be qualified to offer that worship which is in 
spirit and in truth; where, as this influence 
prevails, the tendency is to carry the members 
back to the “ beggarly elements,” from which 
Friends were liberated, and against which 


gress. If under the further enlightening of|they were designed to bear testimony ; and 
the Holy Spirit there has been a discovery of|where, as month after month passeth away, 


a different or deeper meaning in, and a more 


even the superficial observer can see, that the 


extended application of, any one or more of|converts of a new doctrine, and the copyists 


the cardinal doctrines of christianity, calling 
for a modification of the forms and exemplifi- 
cations of our religious faith and practice, its 
fruits must, in accordance with its divine 
source and nature, be alike distinguished—as 
were the changes produced upon the primitive 
Friends—by a more complete withdrawal 
from the spirit, manners and fashions of the 


ith them depended on the ordinances of world; a more full acceptance and practical 
an , and was opposed to the Headship of illustration of the spiritual character of the 


hrist. That it cherished the spirit of priest- gospel dispensation, and a more decided and 


of innovators, are deserting the advanced po- 
sition which the Society was raised up to oc- 
cupy, and becoming more and more nearly as- 
similated to other religious professors ; where 
all or any of these fruits are produced, we 
may safely conclude, that the doctrine, the in- 
fluence and the changes accompanying them, 
have not the same origin and sanction as 
brought forth the Society in the beginning, 
and which have characterized the religion of 
faithful, dedicated Friends since its rise. 
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

ForEIGN.—The declaration of Alfonso, son of ex- 
Queen Isabella, that a majority of the people of Spain 
wished to place him on the throne in, order to termi- 
nate the disorder and internal strife which had so long 
prevailed in the country, seems to have been based on 
correct information. 

On the 30th ult. General Campus, who was in the 
province of Valencia, with two battalions of soldiers, 
pronounced in favor of Alfonso. A portion of the Re- 
publican army was sent to suppress the revolt under 
Campus, but no conflict took place; the Republican 
troops at once joined Campus, and he marched into the 
city of Valencia at their head. The army in the north 
also promptly embraced the movement for a restoration 
of the monarchy under Alfonso. Under these circum- 
stances the Madrid government at once acquiesced in 
what was declared to be the general wish of the nation, 
and on the 31st ult., the Spanish Minister of the In- 
terior sent the following dispatch to the Governors of 
the provinces: “ Alfonso XII. has been unanimously 
proclaimed King by the national army and the Minis- 
try. A regency has been formed under the presidency 
of Conavas Del Castillo, without a portfolio. We hope 
your patriotism will induce you to firmly maintain the 
great interests confided to you.” When these events 
occurred, Alfonso was in England, but would proceed 
to Spain without delay. He has telegraphed to the 
Pope asking his blessing, and promising that he will, 
like his ancestors, defend the rights of the Holy See. 

A Paris dispatch of the 2nd says: The Papal Nuncio 
in this city has received the blessing of the Pope, asked 
for by the king. Alfonso will issue from this city, a 
decree convoking the Cortes. A Madrid dispatch of 
the 3d states that the new Minister of the Navy, and 
others, have gone to Cartagena, where they will embark 
on the iron-clad Numancia, and proceed to Marseilles 
to bring Alfonso to Spain. The king will land at Bar- 
celona and proceed from thence to Madrid by way of 
Valencia. 

A telegram from the Carlist head-quarters in Spain 
says: “The Alfonso pronunciamento leaves the situa- 
tion there unchanged, There is no defection of the 
Carlist army, but the change strengthens us and weak- 
ens the enemy.” On the other hand Madrid dispatches 
state that the Carlist officers generally are expected to 
join ‘the Alfonsists. King Alfonso has granted com- 
plete amnesty to all the Carlists. 

The Duke De Montpensier and the Orleans Princes, 
have congratulated Alfonso upon his accession to the 
Spanish throne. 

The Captain-General of Cuba has issued a proclama- 
tion announcing the accession of Alfonso to the Spanish 
crown. 

Castelar has resigned the Presidency of the Spanish 
Commission to the Centennial Exhibition at Philadel- 
phia, and the Chancellorship of Public Instruction. A 
decree has been issued in Madrid suspending the jury 
system. 

The new sovereign of Spain is in the eighteenth year 
ofhisage. | 

Further details of the Cospatrick disaster have been 
received. When the vessel was discovered to be on 
fire, eighty persons, mostly women, rushed into one 
of the boats, which was capsized and all in it were 
drowned. Soon after the masts fell, killing many of 
the passengers. An explosion subsequently occurred 
in the stern of the vessel, completing the destruction. 
The total number of lives lost by the destruction of the 
vessel is now estimated at 474. 

Navigation on the river Humber above Hull is stop- 
ped by ice. The Harbor of Goole on the Ouse is closed. 
Drift ice hinders navigation on the Thames. The rail- 
ways in western England are blocked by snow, and some 
local lines have suspended traffic altogether. 

Sixty thousand colliers in South Wales have struck 
work, in consequence of a reduction in their wages. 

The weather in England has been cold and stormy 
with violent gales around the coasts of the island. 

London Ist mo. 4th.—The rate of discount in the 
open market for three month’s bills is 54, which is 7 
below the Bank of England rate. 

Liverpool.—Uplands middlings cotton, 73d. Bread- 
stuffs quiet. 

Garibaldi declines a national grant for his relief, be- 
cause of the condition of Italian finances. He, how- 
ever, expresses his gratitude to Parliament for voting 
the grant. 

Late accounts from Asia Minor show that the distress 
from famine is increasing. There is much disease and 
great mortality among the people. 

A Berlin dispatch says: The Official Gazette pub- 

_lishes Bismarck’s circular note of the 14th of May, 
1872, which was read in secret session of the Von Arnim 
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trial. The note declares that, because of the declara- 
tion of the dogma of infallibility of the Pope, it is de- 
sirable that the Powers should take steps toward con- 
certed action in view of the next Papal election. 

The Archbishop of Cologne has been fined thirty 
thousand thalers, and will probably be imprisoned 
again before long. . = 

Von Arnim has appealed from the judgment in his 
case, and demands trial before a higher tribunal. The 
public prosecutor also appeals. ; 

A Vienna dispatch says: In consequence of a very 
heavy fall of snow, many railways in Austria have 
wholly or partially discontinued traffic. Freight traffic 
is at a standstill throughout the country. Communica- 
tion between this city and Prague is entirely inter- 
rupted. ‘Trieste is isolated landward and seaward. 

Unirep Statrs.—There were 322 interments in 
Philadelphia last week. The mean temperature of the 
Twelfth month, at the Pennsylvania Hospital, was 36 
deg., the highest during the month 55 deg., and the 
lowest 14 deg. The amount of rain 2.24 inches, making 
40 inches for the entire year. The average of the mean 
temperature of the 12th month for the past 85 years is 
stated to be 32.66 deg. The highest mean for that en- 
tire period was 45 deg. in 1848, the lowest was 25 deg. 
in 1832, 

During the year 1874, 4,309 new dwellings were 
erected. in Philadelphia. According to the census of 
1870, the whole number of dwellings in the city was 
112,366; since then 23,075 have been added, making 
the number at this time 135,441. 

During the year 19,111 persons were committed to 
the Philadelphia County Prison, of whom 15,720 were 
men, and 3,391 women. 

The imports of foreign dry goods at the port of New 
York, during the year 1874, amounted to $106,320,450, 
against a total of $114,160,468 for the year 1873, and 
of $136,831,612 for the year 1872. 

New York city had 584 deaths last week. 

The public debt statement, published at the begin- 
ning of the month, shows an increase during the Twelfth 
month, 1874, of $3,659,968. The amount of coin in the 
Treasury was $82,587,450. 

The number of deaths in Philadelphia in each year 
since 1860, is stated to be as follows: 


1861, 14,468 , 1868, 14,693 
1862, 15,097 | 1869, 14,781 
1863, 15,788 | 1870, 16,750 
1864, 17,582 | 1871, 16,993 
1865, 17,169 | 1872, 20,544 
1866, 16,803 | 1873, 16,736 
1867, 13,933 | 1874 15,393 


, : ; , ; ; 
The population of Philadelphia being about 800,000, 
the mortality of last year appears to have been under 
two percent. The increased mortality in 1872 was due’ 
to the prevalence of small pox in that year. 

The report of the Department of Agriculture at 
Washington says, that the corn crop of the U. States 
last year slightly exceeds 800,000,000 bushels, which is 
about 120,000,000 bushels less than the crop of 1873. 
The cotton crop is about 3,666,000 bales, 

A Washington dispatch of the 4th inst. says that in- 
structions have been forwarded to the United States 
Minister at Madrid, directing him to recognize the new 
government in case Alfonso succeeds in establishing 
himself as king. It is not believed at Washington that 
the accession of Alfonso to the throne will be the means 
of ending the Carlist war. 

Under instructions from the President of the United 
States, General Sheridan has assumed contro! of the 
Department of the Gulf, consisting of the States of 
Louisiana, Arkansas and Mississippi. In adispatch from 
New Orleans to the Secretary of War, Sheridan says: 
It is with deep regret that I have to announce to you 
the existence in this State of a spirit of defiance to all 
lawful authority, andyan insecurity of life, which is 
hardly realized by the general government or country 
at large. 

The lives of citizens have become so jeopardized that 
unless something is done to give protection to the peo- 
ple all security usually afforded by law will be over- 
ridden. Defiance to laws and murder of individuals 
seems to be looked upon by the community here from 
a standpoint which gives impunity to all who choose 
to indulge in either, and the civil government appears 
powerless to punish or even arrest. 

The Markets, &c.—The following were the quotations 
on the 4th inst. New York.—American gold 112}. 
U.S. sixes, 1881, registered and coupons, 1184 a 118}; 
do. five per cents, 1881, 1133. Superfine flour, $4.15 a 
$4.35; State extra, $5 a $5.20; finer brands, $5 a 
$10.50, No..2 Chicago spring wheat, $1.12; red 
western, $1.28; amber, $1.30. Canada barley, $1.57. 
Oats, 69 a 72 cts. Rye, 94 cts. Yellow corn, 87 a 89 


ee Sa 
cae 


2 it 


cts.; old corn, 97 cts. Philadelphia—Uplands and Né¢ 
Orleans middling cotton, 14} a 15 cts. Superfine flo 

$4 a $4.25; extras, $4.50 a $5; finer brands, $5.50 
$7.50. Red wheat, $1.18 a $1.20; amber, $1.22 a $1.2: 
white $1.28 a $1.38. Rye, $1.00. New yellow co 

82a 84 cts. Oats, 63 a 67 cts. Lard, 14 cts. Sales 

2,200 beef cattle at prices ranging from 4% to 8 cts. p 
Ib. gross. Sheep 53a 8 cts. per Ib. gross, and ho: 
$10.50 a #11, per 100 lbs. net for corn fed. Chicago. 
No, 2 spring wheat, 903 cts.; No. 3 do., 84% cts. No, 
mixed corn, 66 cts. No. 2 oats, 52% cts. Lard, $13. 
per 100 lbs. St. Lowis.— No. 2 winter red wheg 
$1.073; No. 2 spring, 88 cts. New corn, 63 a 64 c 

No. 2 oats, 50} cts. Indianapolis.—Flour, $3.75 a 
Wheat, $1.03 a $1.15. Corn, 60a 64 cts. Oats, 7p 
57 cts. Rye, $1.06. ; 


WANTED. 


A Governess for Westtown Boarding School, to en 
on her duties at the opening of the next Session. 
Apply to 
Elizabeth C. Scattergood, West Chester, Pa. 
Hannah Richardson, Wilmington, Del. _ 
Hannah Evans, No. 322 Union’St., Philada 
Lydia L. Walton, Moorestown, N. J. 


* NOTICE. 


Wanted immediately, a competent Seamstress for t 
“Shelter for Colored Orphans.” Apply to 

' Hannah B. Newbold, No. 648 Franklin St. 

Sarah G. Yarnall, No. 922 Mt. Vernon St. 


MUSINGS AND MEMORIES 
Published by the Tract Association of Friends, is ne 
for sale at their Depository, No. 304 Arch St., Philac 
Price, in cloth, $1.00 per copy or $9.00 per dozen. — 


MAarrIebD, at Hopewell Meeting, Lynn Co., Toy 
9th mo, 23d, 1874, Asner F. Crew to Matinpa 
DEWFESS, daughter of William P. and Maria Dewees 
of the former place. a3 
, at Springville, Lynn Co., Iowa, 10th mo, 22 
1874, Exwoop T., son of John M. Smith, of Smyrr 
Ohio, to HANNAH, daughter of Samuel W. and Ma 
Stanley, of the former place. 


Diep, on the 10th of 12th mo. 1874, at her home 
“ Ashley,” Newtown, Del. Co., Hannan 8, Rwoa 
wife of William Rhoads, in the 44th year of her ag 
For many months she had been ripening for 
Heavenly home; and she died trusting in her Savio 
saying, she was saved by the atoning blood of Jesus w 
had washed away her sins. 
, in this city, on the 16th of Twelfth mon 
1874, LyprA Srarr, a member and elder of 
Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia for t 
Northern District, in the 71st year of herage. Hayi 
in early life yielded to the visitations of Divine Gra 
this dear Friend was strengthened to take up t 
cross, and by obedience to its requirements she 
came a useful member and pillar in the Church. 
was firm in the support of the doctrines and tes 
monies of the Gospel, as held by the religious Soci¢ 
of Friends, and was earnestly concerned so to walk 
not to bring reproach upon the Truth; often speak 
of the necessity of daily watchfulness unto prayer, 2 
“that none were safe, whatever their past experier 
may have been, unless this watch was maintaine¢ 
Being preserved under this exercise on her own accou 
she early noticed departures in their various forms, a 
was frequently engaged in affectionate labor for 
maintainance of sound doctrine, as well as for the 
storation of those who were letting fall the testimon 
of Truth. Her health gradually failing, she seem 
sensible that her disease was making certain progreé 
and although she said but little in relation to hers 
yet it was the privilege of those who were near b 
to observe the solemn retirement and introyers 
which frequently clothed her spirit, and under wh 
she gave utterance to expressions which evidenced t 
her mind was centered on those things which are 
seen “but which are eternal.” Under a measure of 
solemn covering, her spirit was released—without 
parent suffering or struggle—nearly her last wo 
being that she “ believed she was now going ;” leay 
a well-grounded hope, that through the merey o 
compassionate Redeemer, whom she loved and end 
vored faithfully to serve, she has received a crow 
righteousness that fadeth not away. ba ee 
, on the morning of Ist month 1st, 1875, at. 
residence in this city, Ex1zABeTH Brown, forme: 
Nottingham, Cecil Co., Maryland, in the 84th yea 
her age, a member of Philadelphia Monthly Meetir 
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